Men’s Book Study
In the Autumn, as part of our Men’s Fellowship, we hope to complete the study material that accompanies
Matt Fuller’s book, entitled Reclaiming Masculinity. From next Sunday (dv), all men can sign up and
collect a copy to read over the summer months in preparation for later in the year. Even if you can’t make
the study, you are welcome to take a copy as it will be well worth reading.

RE Lessons Public consultation

Back in February, the Education Minister announced that there was to be a review and update of the
content of RE following the ruling of the Supreme Court that RE in Northern Ireland was unlawful. A
drafting group was set up to revise and rewrite the content, the first draft of the new Core Syllabus has
been released for public viewing. This is not the final version and is open for public consultation meaning
we can read it and respond with our thoughts and suggestions for improvement. Anyone with an interest
in what our children and grandchildren are going to learn in RE lessons in the future are encouraged to
respond. The consultation closes on 30th September at 11.59pm. To read it and have your say on it,
follow this link: https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-religious-education-core-
syllabus

'Harvest Fete' - Saturday 3rd October
Save the date and start prepping for our 'Harvest Fete' - Saturday 3rd October. From fresh vegetables and

homemade cakes to delicious preserves and creative crafts, there will be something for everyone to enjoy!
Our church is delighted to host a 'Harvest Fete' this year, and we would love as many people as possible to
take part. Now is the perfect time to start planting, baking, and creating, so you can share your talents
and join in the fun. We look forward to a wonderful day of community, competition, and harvest joy!

AUBUST ettt e e ettt e e e et etaae e e s e eetaaae e e e e eenanaa s Brian Donaghy, Judith McGeown

1T o (=T a0 1= OO TPOORUPPPTPPORR PPN Alison Bell, David McDowell

MaNSE SIAE (AUBUSTE) ..ueeereiiiiiiieee ettt ettt e ettt e e e e e eeteae e e s eeetannnaeseeetannnanseeenens Margaret Hamilton

TOWN SIA@ (AUBUST) . eeneeiiie ettt ettt e et e et e e et e e eaa e e ean e eean e eeaneseenneeenens Norman Purdy

Gallery (AUBUST) weueuiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt eeetaaaee e Chris McKnight, Norman Wilson

Manse Side (SEPLEMDE) ...cuuuuuiiiiiiiii ettt e et e e e bbb seeenaae Alison Bell

TOWN SIAE (SEPTEMDET) c.iiiiiiiiieeieeetiiee ettt e ettt e e e et enaa e e e e eeeneaaeeeeeeenannannns Gary McKeown

Gallery (SEPLEMDEN) ..ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt ettt e e e Alastair Brown, Ronnie Nicholl

FWO Rot

This WeekK....ccoevviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiinns Robert Hamilton Next week.......couuveeviiiiiiiininnnnnnnn. Clarke Faulkner
Sound Desk Rota

TOdAY..ooiieiiiiiieeieeeiii e Stephen Park Next Week......ocevvvueueeiiieiiiinneenen. Andrew Johnston
Junior Church Rota

B e To £ PP PP PR PPPPTRN Joan Park, Rachel Brown

NEXEWEEK .ottt e et b s e e e bbb e s e e e taaaeeneee Family Service

Créche Rota
e To L 1SR PPRRPRS Naomi Ferguson, Jenny Faulkner, Gillian Lyle
NEXE SUNAAY . cuuiiiiieiiee ettt e et s e et e e ea e eeaaeeeaaeeeaanaas Sharon Crooks, Naomi Ferguson

You can keep up with all that is going on in church life by following our Facebook page,
subscribing to our YouTube channel, or visiting our website: www.firstcookstown.co.uk

To contact Revd Michael Currie, Tel: 07754 168911 or Email: mcurrie@presbyterianireland.org
First Cookstown Presbyterian Church, 71 James Street, Cookstown, Co Tyrone. BT80 8AE

First Cookstown is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland,

registered with the Charity Commission of Northern Ireland (NIC 105651).
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First Cookstown

“Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.” Psalm 25:6

We warmly welcome you to worship this morning on this first day of another week,
whether you are part of our church family, here in First Cookstown, or just visiting
with us.

We hope that as we worship together we will encounter God and experience the
hope and assurance of the Gospel and the relevance of God’s word in our world
today.

If you’re new to First Cookstown, we do hope you have been made welcome at the
door and someone helped you get your bearings. Maybe you are new to the area and
you are looking for a local church where you can feel at home.

Catechism Corner will return in September

Praise
AM PM
PS 130 Lord, from the depths
Give me oil in my lamp
O great God of highest heaven
IPH 442 Thine be the glory
Today
11:00 am Morning Service: Revd Michael Currie “The Christian battlefield No.4 Doubt” - John
20:24-29
12:00 am Brief meeting of First Youth Group (FYG) immediately after church.
6:30 pm Joint Evening Service in Molesworth Presbyterian Church.
Monday
6:00 pm Squirrel Scouts resume 21 September (6:00 - 6:55 pm). Squirrel registration for boys and
girls aged 4-6 years on Monday 14 September, 6:15 - 7:00 pm.
6:30 pm Cub Scouts resume 14 September (6:30 - 8:00 pm).
7:00 pm Beaver Scouts resume 21 September (7:00 - 8:00 pm). Beaver registration for boys and
girls aged 6-8 years on Monday 14 September 6:15 - 7:00 pm.
7:00 pm PW Committee will meet in The Loft for a very short meeting.



Tuesday

10:30 am Prayer Time in the Morrison Room.

7:45 pm First Cookstown Bowling Club: First Bowlers start back on Tuesday 8th September at
7.45pm in the Main Hall. It would be great to see a few new faces. Come along and give
bowls a go, even if you've never played before - bowls provided. If you just want to come
and watch, chat and have a cup of tea, you will also be made very welcome.

Wednesday

10:30am NO Bible Study.

Thursday

8:00 pm Prayer Meeting in the Minister’s Room.

Saturday

10:00 am Friends at First have their monthly Coffee & Chat from 10 to 12 noon. Please come
alongto join us, and bring a friend. Everyone is very welcome.

Next Sunday

10:15am Sunday School and Bible Class will resume on Sunday 13 September.

10:50 am Prayer Time in the Minister’s room until 11:10 am.

11:00 am Morning Service: Revd Michael Currie - Back to school with God family service (BBQ
after worship—please sign up on one of the sheets in the front or back hallway to give us
an idea of numbers, thank you)

6:00 pm Evening Service: Revd Michael Currie (Evening Communion Service).

Looking ah

Tuesday 8/9/26 Kirk Session meet in the Morrison Room at 8pm.

Saturday 12/9/26 PW from 10.30 to 1pm, when Alison McKeown starts the new season with some
(chair) yoga. This will be followed by some fun craft and a little bite of lunch. All
ladies will be made very welcome, and if you've never been to a PW meeting, this
will be a great opportunity to meet others and hopefully have a bit of fun.

Sunday 13/9/26 Sunday School & Bible Class will recommence.

FYG - First Youth Group
Are you year 8 to 25 years old? Can you sing, play an instrument, move chairs, smile? FYG needs you!
Further details to follow, but if you have any queries at this stage contact Gordon Black on 07933 111886.

There will be a brief meeting after church on 30 August (today).

Safeguarding

We are delighted to announce that from now on Stephen Park will be our Designated Person and Louise
Reid will be our Deputy Designated Person. We thank them for their willingness to take up this vital role
within the life and witness of our church and we wish them God’s blessing as they take up these
respective roles. Their contact details are as follows: Stephen (07763 119783 /
dp@firstcookstown.co.uk) and Louise (07765 933081 / ddp@firstcookstown.co.uk) These details will be
displayed in due course, and we encourage you to hold them in prayer. We also pay tribute to our
previous Designated Person team of Derek Short and Lynne Dripps, sincerely thanking them for their
service over the past number of years.

Child Safeguarding Training
PCIl have now re-commenced safeguarding training for those working with children. Training will be carried
out by Presbytery, and is limited to people from that Presbytery. Each training date is limited to 80
persons, and pre-booking through PCI’s website is compulsory. Bookings have to be made individually,
and no group booking is possible.

Those in the congregation who received interim child safeguarding training in 1st Cookstown in
January and March of this year are reminded that this interim training was only a temporary measure until
official PCl safeguarding training became available.

Unfortunately, there is only one date this year for Tyrone Presbytery. This training will take place
in Dungannon Presbyterian Church on 6 October 2026 from 7:30pm to 10:00pm. Anyone from 1st wishing
to attend should book this ASAP as places will quickly be taken. Anyone needing assistance with the
booking procedure should contact our Designated Person, Stephen Park.

PCI have indicated that this is an ongoing process and that there will eventually be sufficient
dates for everyone who requires training, but unfortunately there will be no further training dates until
February 2027.

Anyone who does attend should ensure that our DP or DDP is notified to enable accurate records
to be kept.

Membership Classes
Membership classes will be held in the autumn, in preparation for our November communion service. If

you would be interested in being a communicant member, please speak to Michael. Classes can be
arranged to suit whoever comes along.

Prayer Meetings & Bible Studies
Kirk Session met earlier in the summer where the importance of encouraging discipleship amongst the

congregation was discussed. This year they have decided to change the structure of our prayer meetings
and Bible studies. The Tuesday morning prayer meeting will continue as normal, but the Wednesday
morning Bible study and the Thursday evening prayer meeting will merge into a Bible Study / Prayer
meeting which will be held at 8:00pm on a Wednesday. The book studies planned for men and women
planned in the new Church season will go ahead. These will take place one week in the month on an
evening that suits each group, and on that particular week will take the place of the Wednesday Bible
study/Prayer meeting. It is hoped to have proposed timetable for next week. Everyone is encouraged to
come along as we seek to grow together in our faith and engage in the call to discipleship.

Prayer Requests
If anyone has any requests for prayer, please contact Lynne Dripps on 07901 691093.

Church Gates
It is requested that anyone opening or closing the gates into the church car park, please ensure that the
gates are properly secured in either the open or closed position at all times, and not left free to move
accidently. Everyone's cooperation in this matter is appreciated. Thank you.

Parking
Work continues on the old manse. This means that the back yard is no longer available for parking.

REACH
The REACH team, made up of volunteers from the local churches, have started a night-time street
outreach ministry. If you would be interested in being involved, or would like some more information
please speak to Michael.

Congregational Walk
A congregational walk has been organised for Saturday 19th September along the North Coast from
Portstewart to Portrush and back. We plan to meet at the harbour end of Portstewart promenade at
11:00am, and return by early afternoon. You are encouraged to bring a packed lunch and we will eat
together at the West strand in Portrush at 12:30pm. If you can meet in Portstewart that would be great,
alternatively if enough people wish to travel by bus, we can arrange to hire one. Everyone will be made
very welcome and are encouraged to join with us on the day.

Football
A group from the local churches regularly meet on Friday evenings at MUSA to play football. If you would
be interested, contact Michael for more information.

Women’s Book Study
Women are encouraged to take a copy of Cheryl Marshall’s book, entitled “all of me”, for a read over the
summer. Later in the year a study will be held based on the book, so if you are happy to leave a contact
number on the sign up sheet when you pick up your copy that would be appreciated. Even if you don’t
think you will make the study, feel free to take a book.



